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25 April 1978 


| OLC #78 7-763 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Administration 
Deputy Director for Science & Technology 
Deputy Director for Operations 
Deputy to the DCI for National Intelligence 
Deputy to the DCI for Resource Management 
Deputy to the DCI for Collection Tasking 
Legislative Counsel 
Inspector General 
Comptroller 
Executive Secretary 


FROM 
Office of General Counsel 


SUBJECT : Executive Order on National Security Information 


Attached for your information is a copy of the most recent draft, dated 
20 April 1978, of the proposed Executive order on classification. With the 
possible exception of section 4(e)(3), which is being cliscussed with the 
Department of Defense, this version is to be sent fo OMB for review and editing 
before submission to the President for approval. In addition, efforts are now 
under way to draft a directive to implement this Order. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me[_iif you have any questions or comments. 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 


NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATION 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution of 


the United States of America; in order to balance the public's interest 


in access to government information with the need to protect certain 


national security information from disclosure, it is hereby ordered as 


follows: 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
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2. Original Classification ....e cece ee nee eee eee 3 
(a) Classification Designation :......+0.- 3 
(b) Classification Authority ....-...-562. 4 
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(e) Limitation on Duration of 
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(g) Prohibitions -..cecceenccvceneecerccee 9 
3. Derivative Classification of Information . 10 
4, ; Declassification and Downgrading ....6e++-. IL 


(a) Dechkassification Authority sda tlece, 2 


(b) Authority Over Transferred 
Information wee ccrcr ec ecre cnr eeeee L2 


(c) Declassification Policy ..... i tetee eee TS 
(d) Declassification Requirements ....... 14 


(e) Systematic Review for 
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) Mandatory Review for Declassification. 16 
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